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In 2002,  former Miss Iceland and European
Miss World, Gudrun Bjarnesdottir, sponsored
Samuel Adoquei to take on any project the
artist might find challenging. The only require-
ment for the project was that the artworks
should be traditional, yet innovative and mod-
ern; the subject matter, universal and timeless.
The upcoming exhibition consists of the art-
works the artist created, all influenced and in-
spired by the philosophy and ideas of Abraham
Lincoln, Mahatma Gandhi and events in the
American Experience, 

After the completion of the project some of the
artworks went on travel exhibitions organized
by The Museum of American History, Wash-
ington D.C., The Smithsonian Institute, Wash-
ington D.C., The Montgomery Museum of Fine
Art Montgomery, Alabama The American Em-
bassy in Ghana, as well as several Museums in
the United States, but never before have all the
paintings been together in the same gallery
space.

After this intense period of painting Sam Ado-
quei took time off to finish two books, How
Successful Artists Study and Origin of Inspira-
tion.  Both books were influenced by John F.
Kennedy’s quotes, “Ask not what your country
can do for you – ask what you can do for your
country”.  Last year, How Successful Artists
Study won best art book for art students and
Origin of Inspiration won a Number 1 Best-
seller award.  Both books will be featured as
part of the exhibition.

In 2012, for the first time since the sponsorship
began, all the paintings returned to the artist.
Please join us to celebrate the Legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, during Black History
Month and Sam Adoquei’s new studio exhibi-
tion space at 32 Union Square East.

How the project started

Skin Tones Project; Portraits. (Study of people and their skin
tones by Sam Adoquei)



•  Work in progres (center panel)





The Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King (triptych, Center Panel Before completion) Oil on canvas 74x24in by

Mahatma Gandhi Coming to New York 1869–1948 by Sam Adoquei

HIDDEN SYMBOLS IN PAINTING
The theme was originally conceived from the classical religious subject 
“The Entombment,” which was painted in a more idealistic manner by Renaissance artists
such as Raphael, Titian, and Caravaggio, as well as Rubens and Anthony Van Dyke.
The three main colors — red, white, and blue — used in this painting represent the colors
of the United States of America. Since Dr. King fought not only for African-Americans but
for all Americans, and had himself come from a very diverse background, the figures in
the painting represent all racial groups. 
Everything in this painting is a result of close observation of ordinary people in my every-
day surroundings — the figures are my friends, the cemetery is in Queens where l live, 



and the pigeons are from Union Square
where I have my studios. This emphasizes
that Dr. King was a man who lived among
us.

The two small side panels represent stu-
dents of today. Before Dr. King, only a few
students from all racial backgrounds and
genders could obtain an education in the
U.S. Now, women and nearly every ethnic
group are represented in almost every edu-
cational institution. The figures/students in-
clude several ethnic groups - Irish, Italian,
Asian, African (self portrait), Russian. The
Indian helper at Dr. King’s feet represents
Gandhi’s influence on Dr. King. 

Several other examples of contemporary
uses of classical allegorical symbols can be
found in the painting. The three poles in the
far distance, for example, allude to crucifix-
ion. I included several birds, but instead of
the ideal white dove — which is a traditional
symbol of freedom, peace, and good news
— the birds here are colorful pigeons. They
are tied up with string and waiting to be 
released, representing the freedom yet to
come, after Dr. King’s death. The only ex-
cited birds are the semi-white ones (not the
black pigeon with the string at the foot of the
figure), knowing that for African-Americans,
freedom would not come 
easily.

In this scene
of Dr. King
about to end
his journey
here on
earth, the
skull/skeleton
represents a 
welcoming
from other
leaders to the
new world Dr.
King is about
to enter. The

skull also reminds us that it was once as we
are, and that one day we will be as it is. The
skull also represents the idea that when we
look at ourselves in the mirror and imagine
the structure underneath our different colors
and shades of skin, we can realize how
humble, similar, and equal we all are.



The Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
(triptych, Left and Right Panel) 
Oil on canvas by Sam Adoquei

Sam Adoquei’s Bio
The author’s professional artistic career started at 14
years of age Mr. Adoquei was one of the youngest
and the first African to teach in all major art institu-
tion in New York City. The Art Students League of
New York, and The National Academy School of
Fine Arts, New York.

Several articles by and about Mr. Adoquei has ap-
peared in national newspapers and magazines in
the United States as well as in publications abroad
and his paintings have appeared on the covers of
books, magazines and newspapers. Most recently,
the New York Times wrote an article about Mr. Ado-
quei’s painting, “The Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King.” His painting, “Portrait of Rodney,” was fea-
tured on the cover of Literature and Integrated Stud-
ies. Mr. Adoquei has painted portraits of people of all
ages and from all walks of life—from business and
military professionals to astronauts, rock stars and
beauty queens. His artworks are in the collections of
several art museums and are included in both pri-
vate and public  collections here and abroad.

Mr. Adoquei is the author of #1Strand Books Best-
seller How Successful Artists Study 
<www.HowSuccessfulArtistsStudy.com> 
His second book Origin of Inspiration  won 3 months
on a row #1 bestseller at Strand Books. 
<www.OriginofInspiration.com>

Historical achievement
In 2010 the Harvard Club commissioned 
Sam Adoquei to paint a portrait of a former 
president. The portrait now hangs among some of
history’s best portraits artists in the collection of Har-
vard Club.
Recently, the city of Pomport, Bergerac France
awarded Mr. Adoquei the city's Medal of Honor for
his contribution and dedication to the arts and 
culture of the area, and for bringing out the hidden
beauty of the area for international art 
enthusiasts.  It was the first time in history that the
city awarded its Medal of Honor to a foreigner and to
an artist, an historical achievement in Western art for
an artist with Mr. Adoquei's background.



The Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King (triptych)



Social Studies, Oil on
canvas by Sam Adoquei

Prayers

Top: Death of An American President 

Reciting a poem

Untitled

Prayers

From left to right HIDDEN SYMBOLS IN PAINTING
“So many great people have lived and many more are coming.”
Samuel Adoquei

The leafless flowerless plant, water, intruding daylight, corpse and ani-
mated figures, the youthful policeman uncertain of life, middle age and
old age standbys, all represent the seasons, nature, life and ages of
human: dry leaves have to fall in order to make new ones. Plant once
losing its flowers forever continue to make new ones. The world is for-
ever making opportunities to make great people.

The world is forever providing opportunities for great minds, 
Good luck my friends you are all great people being made.



Portrait of Justice Constance Baker Motley. Collection Columbia University



Statue of Liberty, New York. 



About 
SAMUEL Adoquei
Before Albrecht Durer was recognized as the greatest artist of the German Ref-
ormation, he reported in a letter dated February 7, 1506 that he was being criti-

cized for taking on the Italian painting style.
Michelangelo, too, before becoming the great-
est artist of the Renaissance, had a hard time
with the Romans because he was a Florentine,
not a Roman. Paul Simon, one of the greatest
musicians of our time, was at first criticized
for taking music from Africa and popularizing
it in the United States. The resulting CD,
Graceland, became one of the best selling
CDs of all time.

In the 21st Century in the art world in the
United States the African-born Samuel Ado-
quei is following the historical tradition of
creative minds challenging themselves with
unfamiliar territory.

Upon Samuel Adoquei’s arrival in the United
States, while still a student, he won several in-
ternational awards including the Gold Medal
in Oil Painting and Best Traditional Oil Paint-
ing awards at the Knickerbocker Artists Annual
Exhibition. He is the first African to teach in all
of the prestigious art institutions in New York,
and the youngest to teach at the National Acad-
emy School of Fine Art. He is collected by the
Harvard Club and museums across the United
States.

The upcoming exhibition consists of the artist’s
masterpieces influenced and inspired by the
philosophy and ideas of Abraham Lincoln, Ma-
hatma Gandhi and American History.

To loan the exhibition or find out more about the exhibition, 
email to: unionsquarestudio@earthlink.net

clich here to watch 10 minutes short documentary film

Medal of Honor awarded 
to the artist in  France.

Sankofa Publication
Mystic seeds that grow great minds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8w4Gg1RO4I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8w4Gg1RO4I


Books written by the artist.....
•  How Successful Artists Study
•  Origin of Inspiration
•  Noble Portraits (Portrait Catalog)

*****ART TIMES May/ June 2010 ART TIMES
FIVE STARS

STRAND BOOKS #1 BEST SELLERS
3 Months

#1 Bestseller
STRAND BOOKS

212-253-9925 
samadoquei@earthlink.net 
www.samadoquei.com 
www.OriginofInspiration.com

Contact Info:
Email:

Official website:
Books:

2012 Best Art Book for Art Students

Adoquei’s book, Origin of Inspiration,
a treatise on the best way to live a creative life,
is full of ideas. R.S. Magazine, October 2014

Sankofa Publication
Mystic seeds that grow great minds


